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Student organizations collaborate to plan annual Lunar
New Year celebration in Warch Campus Center
Elizabeth Rienstra
Staff Writer

_______________________

Lawrence’s 2022 Lunar
New Year celebration will take
place on Saturday, Jan. 29, at
6:30 p.m. starting in the Somerset Room of the Warch Campus Center.

To read our story
on last year’s Lunar
New Year, scan the
QR code:

The holiday is an annual
celebration of the start of the
new Lunar Year, which is based
on the cycles of the moon and
is celebrated in many East and
Southeast Asian countries. A
new Lunar Year starts after 12
cycles have passed, this year on
Feb. 1. The date of the Lunar
New Year changes because the
cycles of the moon do not line

up perfectly with the Gregorian
calendar.
This year’s celebration is
hosted by Lawrence International (LI), the Chinese Students Association (CSA), the
Korean Culture Club (KCC), the
Vietnamese Culture Organization (VCO) and the Pan-Asian
Organization (PAO). There will
be cultural performances, an
educational presentation and
grab-and-go food.
According to Associate
Dean of Students for International Student Services Leah
McSorley, there will be two
performances. The first will
consist of a traditional lion
dance by performers from the
Seven Star Lion Dance Group
in Chicago, where people wear
elaborate costumes with bells
and perform a dance. The
Seven Star Lion Dance Group’s
website says the lion dance is
performed to bring happiness,
good fortune and prosperity for
the New Year as well as ward
off evil spirits.
The second performance
will consist of two pieces of music performed by off-campus
violinist Jenny Wang and ac-

companied by Lawrence Conservatory pianist Ami Hatori.
According to CSA president
and junior Amber Gu, one is
a traditional Lunar New Year
piece, and the other is about
celebrating the harvest, which
is not specific to the Lunar New
Year but encapsulates a celebratory attitude.
The cultural presentation
will open with a brief explanation from LI on what the Lunar
New Year is before representatives of the other student organizations hosting the event
speak to their more personal
traditions of Lunar New Year,
according to McSorley. Everyone celebrates the Lunar New
Year a bit differently, and the
event hopes to give attendees
an idea of the overall traditions
and customs of the holiday as
well as a close-up look at how
individuals celebrate.
The five organizations
hosting the event will each have
a cultural booth for people to
visit in the Esch Hurvis Room
after the cultural presentations
finish. The booths will offer the
opportunity to learn about each
country’s traditions, and they

typically have activities related
to the Lunar New Year, decided
by each individual organization. Hung Nguyen, junior and
board member of VCO, said
that booths will also have treats
and traditional Lunar New
Year decorations of the cultures represented by the booth.
Specific traditions vary
from country to country, but
the Lunar New Year is typically
celebrated with extended family. Gu said it is similar to the
American Christmas, as people
will travel long distances to
spend the holiday with family
and eat traditional food.
Likewise, the Lunar New
Year is often known for its focus on luck and lucky money.
Elderly people give red envelopes of money to children for
luck in China. Red banners and
other decorations are prominently displayed, as red is the
lucky color for the New Year,
according to Gu.
Additionally, a zodiac
animal is associated with each
year, with this coming year being the Year of the Tiger. At the
start of each new Lunar Year,
the animal changes to the next

animal in the cycle.
Nguyen said that traditions vary even between regions in specific countries and
that the cultural booths will
provide more insight into these
differences. Things like lucky
money, food and customs vary,
but the general spirit of the
Lunar New Year is similar for
each country.
Food will be ordered from
Mai’s Deli and be available on a
first come, first serve basis and
served as grab-and-go. Options
include drunken noodles, pad
thai, fried rice, udon noodle,
pad ka pao and the Mai’s combo platter. McSorley said the
dishes are not representative
of every culture, but they were
agreed upon as a generally approved palate for the Lunar
New Year by the committee
responsible for planning the
celebration.
In years past, Bon Appetit
has catered a large reception,
but due to COVID-19 protocols
and Bon Appetit staffing issues,
the food from Mai’s Deli was
chosen as an alternative.
The event is only open to
students, faculty, and staff in

accordance with current COVID-19 protocols. Attendees
will be expected to follow COVID-19 guidelines and there
will be a limit to the amount
of people allowed in the Somerset Room during the cultural
presentations. The doors will
be closed if the room reaches
capacity.

Scan the QR code to
view the Lunar New
Year page of the
Lawrence website:

There will also be a virtual
Lunar New Year event on Jan.
30 at 6:30 p.m. for people who
cannot or do not wish to attend
in person. It will be a pre-recorded livestream of the event
on Jan. 29 and will be posted
on the Lunar New Year page of
the Lawrence website.

THIS
WEEK IN
PHOTOS:
Snow Place
Like Home

Let it snow, let it
snow, let it snow. With
several days of subzero temperatures,
icy winds and snow
flurries, winter was on
full display in Appleton
this week. Here are
our favorite photos of
the Lawrence campus
during this January
cold spell.

(ABOVE) Snow is piled up between the Wriston Art Center and Main Hall.
Photo by Alana Melvin.
(TOP RIGHT) Icicles are frozen on the windows of the Wriston Art Center.
Photo by Alana Melvin.
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(RIGHT) Sophomore Kiara Didier imitates a snowflake on Ormsby Lake.
Photo by Alana Melvin.
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Administration responds to COVID-19
concerns in Q&A session
students who are feelStaff Writer
ing ill. However, Kodat
___________________________
said that simply saying
that you feel uncomfortThe Lawrence Pandemic
able going to class is a little bit
Planning Team (LPPT) hosted
different from saying that you
a Question & Answer session
have certain comorbidities or
for students on Wednesday,
other issues that would make
Jan. 26, to ask questions and
you more susceptible to serious
concerns about their current
consequences if you were exCOVID-19 policies. The panelposed. If that is the case, Kodat
ists were Megan Scott, the assaid that she urges students to
sociate vice president of comwork with the Center of Acamunication; Rich Jazdewski,
demic Success to see if there is
the dean of wellness services;
some kind of accommodation
Matt Baumler, the executive
that would help them. Absent
director of alumni and conof a specific medical reason
stituency engagement; Mike
that would make it difficult for
O’Connor, the dean of the Caa student to be in person, stureer Center; Provost Catherine
dents aren’t able to simply say
Kodat; and Chris Card, the vice
that they are not comfortable
president for student life.
being in class, and therefore
Q: What should stuthey shouldn’t go, Kodat said.
dents do since professors
Q: Why was the testaren’t required to set up
ing partnership switched?
virtual learning options
Is there anything that
for those in quarantine
could be done to improve
and isolation?
the time it takes for test
A: Kodat said that the
results to come back? Are
LPPT has been telling faculty
there plans for finding a
that students who are in quarbetter COVID-19 testing
antine and isolation should be
partner?
given all the opportunities typiA: Jazdewski said that
cally given to students who are
they switched partners beill or who need to miss class
cause the testing partner they
due to an injury or sickness.
are currently using said they
Students should reach out to
would get results back sooner.
their professor and indicate
The current situation with the
that they need to miss class
omicron variant and increased
for this reason, and then work
demand for testing has caused
with them to set up the ways in
some challenges, but they were
which they will be able to stay
initially hoping to have test
in sync with the class, Kodat
results 24 hours after delivsaid. Students can reach out to
ery to the lab, Jazdewski said.
the Center for Academic SucHowever, during fourth week,
cess.
Jazdewski reported that 95
Q: Does the previous
percent of test results were proanswer apply to students
vided 36 hours after they had
that are not comfortable
been delivered to the lab, so
going to class and feeling
there have been improvements.
ill for other reasons?
Jazdewski does not think that
A: Kodat responded by
LPPT is going to shop around
saying that it also applies to
and change partners.

Sophia Schultz

Q: How can students
get rapid tests or be tested
more than once a week
through the university?
A: Jazdewski responded
by saying that rapid tests do
their best work when someone
has been symptomatic for over
24 hours. Students who are experiencing symptoms should
contact Wellness Services, and
if it’s after hours they should
contact Campus Safety, which
can provide students with a
rapid test. There will not be
more frequent PCR tests, but
PCR testing will continue to
happen weekly on Mondays.
Q: A student noted
that some students feel uncomfortable in the classroom because there is no
distancing. Can you talk a
little bit about classroom
safety?
A: Jazdewski responded
by emphasizing Lawrence’s
mitigation strategy when it
comes to safety in the classroom. LPPT had decided to
do two weeks of remote learning to start off the term, and
in that time period, all community members were able
to test twice. After the testing
program, Jazdewski said, LPPT
was able to allow folks to get
into the classroom because
those efforts to mitigate risks
were taken. However, he did
not address the social distancing concern directly in his answer.
“As you’re all aware, being together in the classroom is
really how we do our best work

ter on the second level
and an open area on the
fourth floor have been
set up for distance eating, Card said. The challenge is that many of the
rooms in Warch are meeting spaces for a variety of
activities on campus. On
occasion, Mead Witter
will not be open for dining
due to events that have
been booked.
Q: Is it possible to
have more clamshells
in Andrew Commons?
A: Andrew Commons is now handing
out clamshells at no cost,
Card said. The absence of
clamshells has been related to supply chain issues.
Q: Why is Andrew
Commons closed to
current students’ parents and relatives, but
prospective students
and their families are
allowed to eat there?
A: Baumler, who
works with Lawrence
guests, said that this is not
currently the practice because Andrew Commons
is not open for full capacity dining. The only people
who are allowed to eat in
that space are those within the
campus community, Baumler said. Looking to different
modes of operation, there may
be a time when prospective students are in that space. LPPT is
open to organized guest activity and the admissions office
monitors the health and safety

on a curricular matter,” Jazdewski said.
Q: Is it possible to
open up large meeting
rooms in Warch for distance eating?
A: As of today, Mead Wit-

of guests and their interactions
with the campus community,
Baumler said.
Q: Will KN95 masks
be available?
A: KN95 masks are currently available in residence

COVID-19
ON CAMPUS

Weekly updates on the status of
COVID-19 at Lawrence

TOTAL
CASES

ACTIVE
CASES:

LU:
250

LU:
42

Appleton:
20,215

Appleton:
203

We are in:

ORANGE LIGHT
Substantial
Risk

Elevated
Precautions

Masking required indoors, KN95
or double masking recommended;
continued surveillance testing;
keycard needed for building entry;
in-person curricular activities.
*data reported as of Jan. 26
halls and different areas across
campus, Jazdewski said.
Q: Why are COVID19-positive students allowed to stay in dorms
among
other
COVID19-negative students?
A: If someone tests positive, they are being put in isolation away from the community,
Jazdewski said. LPPT is doing
that in the quickest way possible, he said.
Q: What are the consequences given to students
who violate the Pledge?
A: Right now, there is a

small group of students that
LPPT does not have two negative tests back from, as was required for students to go back
to class, O’Connor, who helps
with compliance, said. Out of
those students, only a handful have violated the policy by
going to class. LPPT has been
communicating with professors to ensure that students
that are out of compliance with
the school’s protocols are not
in class. And for students who
have been to class, LPPT has
been following up with them
See page 11

Summer internship workshop for international students
scheduled for Feb. 3, hosted by the Career Center and ISS
the United States,” said Ty
Collins, Assistant Direc____________________________
tor at the Career Center
With summer approachand a speaker at the event.
ing, International Student
“They will learn about searchServices and the Career Center
ing for jobs and internships
are collaborating to host “Inon and off-campus, summer
ternational Career Workshop: research opportunities at LawPreparing for Summer Internrence, CPT and immigration
ships,” on Thursday, Feb. 3, rules, and about Lawrence’s
in the Warch Campus Center
new Social and Environmental
Cinema.
Justice Cohort.”
“This event will bring
The workshop will be ditogether many international vided into two sections, with
students, some of whom may
Collins leading the latter secnot understand the process for
tion on how to find and apply
finding jobs and internships in for summer opportunities. The

Kat Girod
Staff Writer

initial section will be delivered
by Leah McSorley, Associate
Dean of Students for International Student Services, and
will discuss some of the complexities of the work authorization and immigration process
for international students.
According to McSorley,
international students have
additional requirements that
are not necessary for domestic
students, including aligning
their job search process with
immigration laws. Often, they
are expected to take a class in
relation to their major, orga-

nized with a professor in the
field. Since international students usually have an F1 or J1
visa, meant solely for educational purposes, the government requires the job they
take to be augmented in their
education. Off-campus jobs,
such as internships, must be
documented with the school as
an academic venture. International services help aid with the
authorization process.
Cultural differences can
also often be a hindrance between students from multinational backgrounds, McSorley

said. For instance, in the formatting of resumes, McSorley
said that many nations expect
the inclusion of headshots in
resumes, but that this inclusion
is looked down upon in American workspaces. She hopes this
workshop will help to counteract these cultural gaps to make
the process easier.
With COVID-19 taking the world by storm as the
waves fluctuate, it has globally
impacted the work market in
many interesting ways, McSorley said. She went on to talk
about students having the new

ability to work at companies
with headquarters situated in
bigger, more expensive cities
while living in more affordable areas like Appleton, which
makes the scope of options
available more expansive.
The workshop is accessible to all Lawrence students,
without prior registration required. However, Collins suggests that students come to the
workshop with prepared questions regarding working in the
United States.

Do you have questions about any new developments on campus? Should the Lawrentian be covering any event?

Let us know!
Send any tips to TheLawrentianNews@gmail.com.
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NFL playoffs and predictions, week 3
Kenneth Peñaherrera Quiroz
Staff Writer

_____________________________

What a wild weekend. The NFL
fans may not have seen a playoff
weekend like this in a long time, or actually, ever. This might have been one
of the most, if not the most successful playoff weekend in the history of
the league. Even though three out of
my four past predictions were wrong,
all of them were huge surprises. Not
only was it not a profitable weekend
for my predictions, but it was for sure
a profitable weekend for all of those
49ers fans who bet on their team to
beat the potential MVP. With two exciting games this upcoming weekend,
there is much in the air. Before we get
to it, though, let’s revisit some of the
matchups of this past weekend
New King in Town
After returning from a severe injury early in the season, King Derrick
Henry was ready to resume his monstruous and usual play. Accompanied
by Julio Jones, A.J. Brown and the
rest of the Titans, they looked to take
into what has to be the most exciting
young core in the league. Joe Shiesty,
alongside his star receivers, seemed

to be the underdogs. As a matter of
fact, statistically, they were indeed.
But what happened? The reality is,
two good things cannot happen at
once for the Titans. In the very first
drive of the game, QB Ryan Tannehill
decided to give the underdogs a fair
game, having an interception the very
first drive. Despite Henry’s imposing
play, the QB was making poor decisions, whereas Joe Burrow decided to
step up and show the league that he is
more than the injured QB from LSU.
In what was a great matchup, the
Bengals took the edge and are now
heading to face the Patrick Mahomes
led Chiefs, while Derrick Henry gets
to rest until next season. We for sure
hope to see him fully healthy, just as
the rest of the Titans squad.
ARod: Cheesehead?
Wisconsin is almost grieving this week. It is rather unknown
whether it’s only the disheartening
playoff loss, or the potential last game
of Aaron Rodgers in Lambeau Field.
After being victims to a terrible defense, the 49ers and their kicker came
up victorious and will have to face the
absolute best defense in the league,

alongside the best WR and a couple
extra stars this weekend. Nonetheless, back in Titletown, things are
not going well. It even seems like the
diva QB is pondering retirement after the loss last weekend. Most fans
think it would be a departure from
the Packers, but Rodgers, 38, is now
pondering retirement. For the sake
of the fans, they can only hope this is
another Favre case. In the case Rodgers leaves, we will also be seeing other
departures of stars in GB.
Tom Brady: Timeless
The Buccaneers did not make it
to the divisional championship, but
they absolutely demonstrated how
much of an amazing team they are.
Having the WR situation been different, TB12 would absolutely be directed to the Superbowl, not only the
divisional championship. It is clear
that Tom Brady is an amazing leader
and by far the best QB in this generation (which has been a long one).
The 44-year-old has not said he will
retire just yet and does not seem to
be stopping any time soon. We hope
to see way more of Brady’s timeless
excellence.

Josh Allen: Next UP?
Game of the year. And not even
a close contest. The Bills put up a war
this past weekend, and they owe it to
Josh Allen who demonstrated that,
despite his inconsistency at times, he
is an overall talented.
The Bills have become one of the
biggest teams to improve in recent
history. They are exciting to watch
and will absolutely make the bowl or
the divisional championship. After
all, KC cannot be invincible forever—
or can they? The future is definitely
bright, and the Bills mafia could not
be more thrilled about it.
After four teams went home,
four remain and two games that are
more than exciting this upcoming
weekend.
San Francisco 49ers vs. Los
Angeles Rams:
The 49ers are no match for the
Rams. At least that is what some fans
think, but they must have missed the
31-10 loss that the Rams had against
the 49ers. As long as Stafford does
not choke (like he brutally did this
past weekend and is in debt with Von
Miller and the defense) and does not

throw a lot of picks, the Rams should
have a field day. On the other side,
Deebo Samuel’s squad has as a highlight: its special teams from this past
weekend. The battle of California will
truly be exciting to watch.
PREDICTION: Jimmy G is not
that man. Aaron Donald absolutely
demolishes the SF O-line, and the
Rams will go home to SoFi for the
biggest game of the year.
Kansas City Chiefs vs. Cincinnati Bengals:
The KC Chiefs are BACK in the
championship! Amazing run by Mahomes and his star-studded squad.
Mahomes comes off a game with
zero interceptions, where he played
nearly flawlessly. On the other side,
Joe Burrow and the Bengals have not
“beaten” any team perse but have a
lot to offer. An ambitious QB and his
hungry squad take onto a dominant
dinasty.
PREDICTION: After having an
amazing playoff run, as a definitely
biased pick, I believe Joe Shiesty and
his squad will be the Cinderella story
of the year, leaving Patty Mahomes
and the amazing Chiefs behind.

MMA: Gane-Ngannou post-match recap
Antonio Gonzalez
Staff Writer

____________________________

First up are the two dynamic
flyweights, Brandon Moreno and Davidson Figueiredo, who faced off in
their third fight in a two-year span.
The fight kicked off with both fighters evenly matched — Moreno for
speed and Figueiredo for power. The
Brazilian, Figueiredo, looked much
healthier going into this fight after a
much easier weight cut for him. Unlike their last bout in which Moreno
dominated right off the bat, establishing his striking behind a sharp jab
and winning by submission against a
very weight cut weakened Figueiredo, this fight started off in favor of
the Brazilian who set the range with
sharp leg kicks and punches that
set the tone for the rest of the fight.
Moreno looked quick despite absorbing an astounding amount of damage
to his lead leg, but his speed was unable to phase Figueiredo who stayed

standing despite many punches landing clean on his chin. Moreno landed
the most strikes over five rounds by
a small margin, but the striking output put on by the Mexican champion
was not enough to put down the Brazilian. Figueiredo responded in kind
with power punches that locked on
to the jaw of Moreno, allowing the
Brazilian to score a few knock downs
that favored him on the scoreboards.
Takedowns were not sufficient for
Moreno who was unable to keep
Figueiredo on the ground for any
substantial amount of control time.
The last 20 seconds turned into a
mutually agreed slugfest that saw the
two just swing away as the two looked
to put the other away despite thinking themselves to be up on the score
cards. If the whole fight had gone
like the last 20 seconds, I would be
more entertained despite the likelihood of the fight lasting probably
two minutes. Nonetheless, the fight
went to the judges who ruled a quite

fair unanimous decision victory for
Davidson Figueiredo through the
onslaught of boos from the California crowd that massively favored
Moreno. The close fight drew talk of
a fourth fight between the two which
would be unprecedented in the UFC,
especially for the title. The top of the
flyweight division now has much to
think about with knowing how closely
matched the champion and top contender are.
Next came the fight everyone
was waiting for. The two baddest
heavyweights on the planet came to
play, with Francis Ngannou putting
his heavyweight title on the line. Expectations were that Ngannou would
dominate with the fearsome power in
his fists granite durability and that
Gane, in order to win, would have
to pick him apart with flawless technique while avoiding looping power
shots that could knock out a rhino.
The fight opened with Ciryl Gane
expertly managing distance as many

predicted but not landing anything
substantial on Ngannou. To be fair,
landing anything substantial on a
man who can eat a spinning elbow
like a saltine would be difficult. The
fight turned in the second round
when Ngannou took advantage of a
missed front kick by Gane and lifted
the Frenchman up in the air and
slammed him into the canvas, dominating top position as any 250-plus
pound man would. Ngannou was visibly gassed out in every round past
the second but was always a threat
to Gane who did not take him likely.
Ngannou found a lot of success in his
takedown ability, whether from his
own set ups or from Gane’s mistakes.
The fight could have gone either way
going into the last round. Gane’s
striking between his minutes spent
on the ground was enough to keep the
fight competitive. The fifth round was
even until Ngannou got yet another
takedown. Gane reversed the position, giving way to a potential abil-

ity to get back on to his feet or land
damaging ground strikes, but Gane
opted to go for a leg lock instead. The
leg lock attempt was unsuccessful, as
Ngannou looked unfazed, getting the
top position shortly after and finishing the fight in a dominant fashion.
The fight went to the judges who
ruled in favor of the Cameroonian
champion, giving him his first title
defense after winning the title just
last year. The reigning champ has
a lot of potential for future title defenses against others in the division,
but the buildup of former light heavyweight champion Jon Jones moving
up to heavyweight might be the fight
to make for Ngannou. The challenger,
Gane, still has a very bright future in
the division, having made a quite successful title run while only having begun MMA training in 2018. The top
of the heavyweight division seems set
for the next year ot two with big fights
and massive talent.

500 kg raw: New records in the future?
Staff Writer

Browner’s greatest limiting factor has
always been his grip strength, though.
He only managed 417.5 kg in his most

to pull conventional. Thor’s lift was
done under strongman rules, which
mandates a conventional stance. So,

raw. He competes even lighter than
Browner at 100 kg body weight and
holds the deadlift world record in that

could translate it to conventional with
a training block in that style.
In my opinion, Browner is the fa-

The 500kg deadlift barrier has
already been broken, and I’ve written on this before; it really isn’t news.
The current record sits at 501 kg, done
by Hafthor Bjornsson in 2020. But
this was done with a deadlift suit and
straps. Today, two powerlifters look
capable of breaking that barrier without a suit and, perhaps, even without straps. This week, I’ll look at the
best lifts of each and decide who has
the best chance to be the first man to
pull 500 kg off the floor raw. Jamal
Browner is among the best deadlifts in
the world at the moment. He holds the
total world record in the 110 kg weight
class at 990 kg and has pulled 440 kg
raw with no straps in competition.

recent meet, failing two heavier attempts due to grip issues. However,
Browner has a habit of going for broke
after meets using straps, and in this
past week, he did just that. He managed a successful pull at 483 kg and
even attempted 501 kg on a whim. He
managed to break the floor with 501
kg, but the lift wasn’t there on the day.
Still, this has shown that a raw 500 kg
deadlift may well be possible without
a deadlift suit, contrary to the general
assumption that this was far beyond
human limits.
Browner’s main issue is that he
pulls sumo. While this would work
perfectly well in a powerlifting meet
as he is accustomed to, in order to
take the overall record, he would have

to take the record in this category,
Browner would have to do the same.
He is no slouch pulling conventional
either, having moved 431 kg in the
past. But this is a far cry from 500 kg.
Still, I hold out hope Browner
may well have it in him with some
added mass and a consistent conventional training program. Browner
only pulls sumo at the moment, and
switching techniques is not like flipping a light switch; it takes practice.
He also weighs only around half of
what Thor did when he pulled 501 kg.
So, with some technique work and
adding muscle mass, he may have it
in him. Mass moves mass, as they say.
Krzysztof is the other man in the
running to be the first to pull 500 kg

weight class at 456 kg. This lift was
nearly fives times his body weight.
Krzysztof is also a sumo puller, which
would harm his ability to set a new
record that would rival Thor. He does
not pull conventional, so there is not
much of a reference point for his conventional abilities. What brings him
into contention is his recent training
pull. In a one-up on Jamal Browner,
Krzysztof pulled 484.5 kg in training this week. This is 17 kg less than
Thor managed at again, nearly twice
the body weight of those chasing
him. Krzysztof has also managed 400
kg raw at a body weight of 82.5 kg,
which, for reference, is under 200 lbs.
Clearly, he has massive strength in the
deadlift, but the question remains if he

vorite to hit 500 kg first. He has more
conventional experience, and his pulls
look easier than Krzysztof’s. Even
conventional, his technique simply
looks effortless from the floor to lockout. And in terms of recent pulls, his
483 kg looked far easier than Krzysztof’s 484.5 kg. He is also the heavier
man and so is closer to the necessary
mass quantity to manage such a large
pull. He is simply the more physically
equipped of the two to manage the
half metric ton. Will he do it any time
soon? No, I don’t think so. Perhaps in
two years or so from now. But one day,
barring injury, Jamal Browner will
pull 500 kg plus raw.

Sean McLaughlin
____________________________
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Goosepimples
Song of the Week: Your
Heart is an Empty Room by
Death Cab for Cutie
Last week was hard for me.
I didn’t get the chills, and — this
may shock you — there are a
lot of weeks that I don’t. I tell
these stories about the moments
I do, particularly for those weeks
when I struggle. I hope that by
remembering them with you, we
can know that we’ll be okay again.
So, here are some moments from
last week that made the hard
ones not so bad.
Burn it down, till the embers
smoke on the ground, and start
anew when your heart is an
empty room.
On Monday, I was distracted
and slogging through my homework, worried about tricky email
exchanges and a big assignment,
struggling even though we had
the day off of class. I had also
scheduled an appointment to
donate blood, and although I was
happy to be doing some sort of
service, I was feeling increasingly nervous about how much
time it would take and scared
about the fact that I’d never
done it before. Luckily, I had a
really good friend with me. He
drove me there, and sat with me
through the whole thing, distracting me with conversations
about our dogs and the ethics of
pig-organ transplants. He was
patient and reassured me when
I got lightheaded, and he got me
ice cream on the way home.
Spring blooms and you find
the love that’s true, but you don’t

By Madeleine Corum
know what to do.
Wednesdays are my busiest days, truly the hump of the
week. Halfway through the day,
I realized I never got tested on
Monday and had a panic, frantically trying to schedule a test off
campus. It quickly grew into a
formidable feat; I’d have to walk
30 minutes there and back, it
was freezing cold, and I needed
that time to work on a big assignment that I was already behind
on. And then a friend who works
in the Wellness Center told me
they had testing that day. Instead
of over an hour, it only took me
15 minutes (and I ended up being
negative).
And all you see is where
else you could be when you’re
at home.
Even though I’d gotten
through most of the week, I was
still feeling down on Thursday.
I had one last assignment due
that night that I just couldn’t get
myself to finish. It was the early
evening and I didn’t have anyone to eat dinner with, so I was
walking quietly by myself into
Warch, when I saw a little sign
that wasn’t usually there.
“WELLU Pet Therapy dog:
6:30 - 7:30 p.m., Warch atrium”
When I checked my watch
it was only 6:20, so instead of
rushing to get dinner and get
back to keep working, I slowed
down. In December, I read about
a man on a meditation retreat
who was told to meditate everywhere. Eating, showering and
even walking. So I breathed, and
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felt each footfall, the way my
weight shifted from my heel to
the ball of my foot as I walked
down the stairs. By the time I
had my food and got back to the
third floor, a woman was walking
up with a furry golden retriever.
I ended up finishing that assignment in less than an hour and
getting to bed early. And I got to
pet a dog.
And out on the street are
so many possibilities to not be
alone.
You know it’s a bad week
when even Saturday is hard. I
had plans with someone that
evening, but as I got closer to
them the urge to retreat into my
room only grew stronger. I finally gave in and texted her an hour
before to tell her how I was feeling. I was nervous and secretly,
perhaps self-destructively, hoping she would want to cancel. But
she didn’t. She’d had a hard week
too and agreed that we should
just do something chill and lowstress for both of us. We ended
up watching Tiny Desk concerts
and coloring together for hours.
And you shed not a single
tear for the things you didn’t
need, cause you knew you were
finally free.
I hope you have a really good
week. If you don’t, I hope there
are little moments like these that
remind you to breathe and make
you smile. Thank you to everyone who made last week a little
more bearable.

By Grace Reyes

Faërie

By Therese McCoy
Now I will tell you about the
Timorite faerie. In case I have
readers, though, I would like to
clarify the difference between a
faerie and a fairy before I begin.
In essence, both creatures are
related, fairies being more generally acknowledged. Although
fairies do get into their fair share
of mischief, they are usually
remembered for their clandestine acts of kindness and service to the human world. Faeries,
on the other hand, have a nasty
habit of indulging in the irresistible desire to disrupt any
semblance of peace that humans
haven’t already demolished for
themselves. Equipped with this
knowledge, it may be of some
concern to you that the Timorite
faerie is one of the most successful of his breed at this pestiferous
mission.
The Timorite faerie always
uses methods of the most cunning quality so that his victim
feels their own guilt rather than
having someone to blame. Where
some faeries use the cover of
darkness to physically attack
their victims or furtively steal
things and homes and people
from behind their victim’s back,
the Timorite works in broad
daylight and still no one sees
him coming. The first thing that
comes to mind in my personal experience is the case of my
niece, Natalie.
It happened while she was
walking outside in the woods
one afternoon. Her mind was
off in wonderland, dreaming up
conversations with dryads and

encounters with griffins and
other such nonsense when she
noticed that she wasn’t alone;
there was a small rabbit a short
distance away. She stopped moving and began the process of
gently coaxing the animal near
her. The rabbit sniffled her fingers congenially for a moment
and then looked up into her face.
There she met with a pair of
sparkling, icy- blue eyes pierced
by two deep black diamondshaped pupils. Rather than being
filled with wonder and admiration for such a unique and lovely
view, Natalie felt a cold shiver
run up her spine and an inexplicable disgust drained her heart.
With a hard lump in her throat
and a mind frozen in terror, she
carefully backed away and ran as
quickly as she could back home.
She did not feel safe there,
however, nor could she explain
her fear, but it permeated every
aspect of her life for some time.
She slunk about the house in
terror and never went out. Her
parents were filled with fear for
their daughter’s well-being and
began to blame each other for the
pain. Everyone around them was
filled with sorrow at the disarray
of their home.
Eventually, I was able to
cajole Natalie into revealing the
truth. I pretended to be confused
and frightened as well so as to
validate her, but I knew what I
had to do. Every day, I brought a
fresh flower to her. She would
reject it and get angry at me, but
I left it there and filled up vase
after vase. Finally, one day I

offered her yet another beautiful
hydrangea. She looked at me in
exasperation and listlessly took
it. Though she accepted it with
reluctance, she did receive the
gift and I saw the distance in her
eyes melt away as this bond
formed between us. Then, she
smiled and broke the spell.

Edgar & Poe

By Isabella Thompson
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Lawrence alum’s YouTube channel reaches one million subscribers
Lucian Baxter
Features Editor

________________________________________________________________

George Mavrakis ‘19 is the passionate, nerdy, adventurous
brain behind CoralFish12g, a YouTube channel that began when
he set up his first saltwater aquarium at the age of 10 and decided
to pick up a camera and share his aquarium knowledge online.
That channel, which has now been around for over a decade,
passed the one million subscriber milestone on YouTube in
December 2021.
While at Lawrence, he majored in economics with a certificate in innovation and entrepreneurship. Mavrakis mused, “I
didn’t love school from an academic standpoint. I was working on
my own things a lot throughout my time at Lawrence, but there
are definitely nuggets of info from my economics classes that I
draw on from time to time.” While his academic studies have
helped him in the business world here and there, his experience
playing on the basketball team had far more of an influence on
him, teaching him how to deal with adversity and work with other
people to achieve shared goals.
During his time as a Lawrentian, he kept many saltwater and
freshwater aquariums in his dorm room and continued making
YouTube content, balancing that passion with his curricular and
cocurricular activities. At the end of his first year at Lawrence,
word got out about his aquarium YouTube channel, and from that
point on, he was the “fish guy” on campus.
Aquarium keeping is a family tradition for Mavrakis: his
mother kept aquariums growing up, as did her father. Starting
out with a saltwater tank was an intense experience, as corals and
marine fish are more difficult to care for than freshwater fish like
goldfish, but his mother helped him out for the first year or two
until he was old enough to pursue his fascination with marine life
independently.
As a child, Mavrakis had a fleeting interest in pursuing a
career in marine biology, but that desire vanished when he realized how many academic hoops he would have to jump through to

pursue that career path. He now considers himself an “aquarium
and marine life enthusiast” with a mission to inspire and educate
as many people as he can, recognizing the importance of having
scientists behind the scenes conducting research as well as having
intermediaries, such as himself, who can help make that research

America’s biological treasures, protecting the coast from flooding
and erosion.
Another exciting project on his horizon is an hour-long documentary film, documenting his journey into the Amazon jungle
with one of the world’s leading ichthyologists to look for new

compelling and accessible to the public. Mavrakis shared, “I want
my videos to be based in education, but I think that a lot of people
might be surprised when watching videos on my channel. I try to
mix entertainment and education perfectly in a way where you get
to learn things, but it’s very seamless and it’s very fun to learn.” He
calls his fusion of entertainment and education “infotainment.”
Another role Mavrakis envisions for himself is to bridge the
gap between the public aquarium sector and the consumer hobbyist sector. One way he has tried to achieve this is by bringing
scientists involved with public aquariums to speak at Aquashella,
the aquarium festival he runs annually in Chicago, Dallas and
Orlando. Mavrakis believes that bridging the two industries can
be mutually beneficial; home aquarium technology has advanced
so much that public aquariums now use it as well, and hobbyists
benefit from the knowledge scientists can provide.
Recently, Mavrakis was involved in a project led by the
Association of Zoos & Aquariums (AZA) to spread awareness
about a deadly disease impacting the Florida Reef Tract. Stony
coral tissue loss disease was first reported in the reef in 2014, and
by 2021, it had spread to the entire Florida Reef Tract. For the last
several years, AZA accredited institutions have worked with state
and federal agencies, universities and coral conservation groups
on the Florida Reef Tract Rescue Project to pull imminently
endangered corals out of the ocean and hold them in aquariums
across the country to serve as a gene bank. The hope is that once
the disease has run its course, the rescued corals can be replanted
in the ocean. Mavrakis was invited to visit aquariums across the
country and film videos to raise awareness about the Florida Reef
Tract Rescue Project; his four-part series on the project will come
out on his YouTube channel. He suspects many people in the U.S.
don’t yet realize that the coral reefs off the Florida coast are one of

species of fish. The film, which has been in production for the last
year, is scheduled to come out within the next month on Mavrakis’
YouTube channel. He calls it the “best piece of work” he’s ever created and hopes that as he continues to hone his production quality, he’ll get the opportunity to present media on larger platforms,
such as Netflix.
Despite these lofty goals, he said his favorite parts of his videos are really the interactions he gets to have with the creatures
he meets -- human or otherwise -- across the world. He thinks of
the aquarium hobby as an avenue for him to travel, explore cultures and have adventures. For example, since graduating from
Lawrence he took up scuba diving and has gotten to see many
familiar animals in the real world, on the coral reefs, in the ocean
-- in their real home. The coolest part, for him, is experiencing
animals while being a guest in their space. He related his experience spending time with sharks; coming from a media-colored
fear of the creatures, he thought of them as huge, bloodthirsty and
dangerous until he had firsthand experience swimming with them
and learning why they do the things they do. Mavrakis reflected,
“It totally rewired me and changed my perspective about sharks.
If I go diving now and I see a shark, I’m excited. It’s like the best
day of my life. You really appreciate that you’re in their space.”
Mavrakis sees his hobby as a gateway to appreciating and
understanding nature, noting that a lot of people who keep aquariums during their childhood end up becoming marine biologists
and working on conservation efforts with zoos and aquariums.
Even if aquarium hobbyists choose other career paths, that connection to nature has been opened up, which is a wonderful thing.
After all, not everyone can pursue a Ph.D. in marine biology, but
anybody can care for a fish friend in a home aquarium.

CoralFish12g YouTube banner.

Photo Feature: A look into
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Snow Sculptures from 1940s on Main Hall Green.
Photos provided by Lawrence University Archives.
ABOVE: ARC2017-140, RIGHT: ARC2017-137
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College Ave Rewind(s):
How to stay warm

Olivia Zimberoff
Columnist

_____________________________

Mikayla Henry
Columnist

_____________________________

As a Wisconsin resident, I have
grown used to the brisk winds and
slippery snow over the years. But I
know a lot of the students on campus
aren’t quite used to the harsh weather,
and some are starting to regret going
to a school that resides in the frigid
Midwestern wonderland. That being
said, this week’s recommendations
are dedicated to those who are desperately dreaming of escaping this
frozen state – and what’s better than
getting lost in a new book? For this
week I am deciding to focus on a few
fantasy series that are known for their
elaborate worldbuilding, in the hopes
that you all can lose yourselves in the
enriched realms these authors have
designed.
The first series I want to mention
is Stephen King’s The Dark Tower
series, a daunting collection of seven
and a half books. In them, readers
follow Roland, known as the Last
Gunslinger, and the companions
he finds along the way as he travels
across vast deserts, ghost towns and
parallel worlds that mirror our own
modern one. The purpose of these
journeys is to catch the elusive Man
in Black and reach the nefarious Dark
Tower. The books are a fantasy lovers’
dream, filled with werewolves and
other monsters, magic and countless
adventures for our heroes. I genuinely
did not expect to love this series as
much as I did, and the conclusion still
haunts me even today, despite having
read it years ago. King went above and
beyond when he created this world, or
worlds, rather, and even goes as far
as to tie them to worlds mentioned
in his other books. You can’t help
but appreciate the details and history
he incorporates into every character
and town in the series. If you like
the idea of old apocalyptic westerns
mixed with cross-dimensional travel
and monsters, then this series would
be perfect for you.
Another series I absolutely adore
is the His Dark Materials trilogy by
Phillip Pullman. If you have ever discussed books with me or have been
following this column for a while, you

may remember me mentioning this
series before. The books take place
in multiple universes, such as an offbrand Oxford, and follow Lyra and
her daemon – an animal representation of her soul – named Pan. They
encounter witches, armored bears,
angels and ghosts, and learn to use
numerous tools that will help them
save the world, such as the golden
compass, which answers the questions of the universe through complex
symbols. The trilogy tackles a lot of
theological subjects, making it reminiscent of the Narnia series by C.S.
Lewis. As a person who has read the
series on numerous occasions, believe
me when I say that you cannot help
but be absolutely enthralled by the
story and world that Pullman manages to create. Pullman happens to
be working on a sequel trilogy as we
speak, but I have not picked them up
quite yet. To be honest, I’m worried
I won’t love them as much as I did
the original trilogy. But those are for
another day. If you like a wild mixture
of fantastical ideas, such as the ones
mentioned earlier, that help to tell a
deep, thought-provoking story unlike
what appears at first glance, then the
His Dark Materials trilogy might be
for you.
I have a few honorable mentions
as well that didn’t quite make the cut
for this edition, mainly because I don’t
have as much sentiment for them as
the others, so I cannot properly hype
them up in the way they deserve. That
being said, The Inheritance Cycle by
Christopher Paolini is a four-book
fantasy series and is perfect for those
who are craving a good old-fashioned
fantasy series, filled with dragon riders, swordfights and lots of magic.
Similarly, Brent Weeks’ Night Angel
trilogy is good for those with an identical sentiment, though it focuses
more on assassins rather than dragons. In either case, if you want something a tad more traditional, then
these would probably suit your needs.
That’s all for this week’s recommendations! Stay warm, everyone,
and try to get lost in a new book if you
can – it might be enough to keep your
mind off of this cold weather.

Information on Counseling
Services at LU

Title IX Resources at LU
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You might say that the Packers
are the best football team. I might
say that the Bears are the best team.
We can agree to disagree, but the one
thing I think we can all agree on is that
it is freezing outside. It is just plain
freakin’ freezing. And yes, I’m from
Chicago, so you could say I’m “used to
it,” but are we ever really used to it?
I try to wear all the right clothes and
layers, but sometimes that is just not
enough. So why not give you, readers,
some helpful tips on how to stay warm
through the next month or so? For all
we know we could wake up next week,
arise from our pile of blankets, and
the temperature will be 60 degrees!
But as for now, I am going to wake up
for my 8:30 stats class and hurriedly
walk to Main Hall in the puffiest jacket you ever did see. With the hood up
I look like that sandworm from Dune.
So here I offer you some of my best
suggestions to help you stay cozy, as

what’s coming next with February in
Wisconsin might be a bit rough.
To start, hand warmers. I highly
recommend these. You can buy them
down the street at Walgreens or order
them online. You just open the package, give them a shake, and you’re set.
You can put them in your gloves, on
top of your socks in your shoes, and
really anywhere you desire. They typically last 8–10 hours, which is perfect
for the school day. I know they are
not the most environmentally friendly
solution, but this is about survival,
people.
Next up, layers. If you want to
survive in these chilly long weeks of
the term, you need to wear layers.
This could be a tight t-shirt to go
under another one with a sweater or
sweatshirt under your coat. A second
pair of socks is always a good call. One
of my favorite clothing items, that can
make or break my level of happiness
getting from point A to B, is leggings,
workout pants and long underwear
under my sweats or jeans. Guaranteed

game changer. All these combos will
have you feeling super warm when
you walk into a building, leaving you
almost wishing you could go back outside again. Then, when it is time to go
back into the frozen tundra, you pop
that sweatshirt back on and suddenly
the cold air seems kind of nice.
And then, last but not least, go
for the hot food and drink options.
This is a must. I have made the mistake countless times ordering something cold from Warch, such as a
smoothie, to-go and then shivering
and feeling miserable once I am outside. Instead, enjoy some hot tea, coffee or even hot chocolate. In reality,
most of the meal options lean toward
being warm. I’m just suggesting we
wait to eat the hard-to-resist softserve and our beloved cold brews until
maybe April.
One more thing! I have been told
that wearing more than two pairs of
socks is bad as it can affect the circulation in your feet, so let’s say we avoid
that one. Stay warm out there!

town, becomes best friends with Rue
and has illegal, underaged sexual relationships with men on dating apps.
Much of the show features hard-core
high school parties, drug-deal scenes
and non-censured sex scenes. This
show really shows every part of the
human body. Like, every part.
The costumes, makeup and lighting, however, are what really take
the spotlight of this show. Glitter,
jewels, bright colors and crazy eyeliner are seen all over the female characters, each with their own intense
style. The clothes the characters wear
are unique, fashionable and not the
typical high school look of leggings
and a sweatshirt. Through not only
narration, but costume and makeup,
the audience of Euphoria develops a
deep sense of individuality for each
character. Fun, flashing lights and
interesting camera angles offer a
fresh perspective compared to your
average high school T.V. drama. The
beat-heavy soundtrack accelerates the
intense emotions of the show as well.
I will preface this portion of
my review by saying I do not think
Euphoria is 100 percent accurate in
replicating the high school experience.
I went to high school, and I definitely
was not decked out in rhinestones
during AP Literature. I do think, however, that Euphoria also isn’t totally
wrong. Many reviews of the show
blame it for being hypersexual, but I
once went to public high school, and
I do not think this show misses the
mark about social pressure and sex.
There are instances in the show of sexual assault, sexual harassment and the
case of someone’s nudes leaking to the
whole school that are relatable and
realistic. Even if a viewer hasn’t necessarily lived the exact life of one of the
characters, we know someone from
high school who has. In addition, the

discomfort, tension and pressure that
comes along with being a high school
girl is absolutely accurate in Euphoria
and, unfortunately, a reality to most
viewers.
Euphoria also discusses issues
of confidence, appearance and the
need to be appealing to high school
boys very well. I notice most characters on Euphoria questioning their
worth based on their physical appearance and who finds them attractive,
which is all too real (I would know).
High school is a very judgmental time,
when people feel the need to “fit in” or
“be cool” and give in to uncomfortable
situations. While every high schooler interacts with these scenarios on
different levels, probably not to the
severity shown on Euphoria, they are
still issues teenagers confront as they
move towards adulthood.
Euphoria is not an easy T.V.
show to watch. There are difficult
stories of abuse, violence and harassment. While it may not look exactly
like high school today, I think the
emotions characters express, as well
as the painful situations they live
through, are unfortunately common
in a teenager’s life. To me, the characters act fairly real. The conversations they have with each other aren’t
totally unlike the ones I had with my
friends in high school. The things I
hear them say about themselves are
the same thoughts that went through
my mind as a high schooler, too. I
find myself relating to the difficulties,
obstacles and uncomfortableness of
being a teenager Euphoria presents.
The show is not for everyone. It is
uneasy, disturbing and in-your-face.
But don’t let the sparkly eyeshadow fool you. You might find yourself
relating to this seemingly “unrealistic” teenage drama more than you
expected.

HBOMax’s Euphoria and
“Unrealistic Expectations”

Sarah Matthews

Arts & Entertainment Editor

_____________________________

Content Warning: Euphoria
includes themes of drug use, sex, sexual assault, suicide, self-harm, emotional abuse and physical violence.
Please see the graphic of resources
for information about counseling
services and Title IX at Lawrence
University.
With my For You Page jampacked with TikToks about Euphoria,
I couldn’t help but start watching the
hit HBOMax series. And to be honest,
I was a little hesitant to watch it, as
so many reviews I had seen about the
show complain about how unrealistic
it is. I am not really a fan of watching
shows I can’t relate to, so I went in
expecting not to enjoy it. But what I
found was something all too relatable.
For some context, Euphoria is
narrated by Rue (Zendaya), a highschool drug addict just coming home
from rehab. Rue tells the story of
her high school friend group grappling with drugs, alcohol, sex and abusive relationships. Episodes include
flashbacks from the characters’ childhoods, while simultaneously following
their complicated lives as high school
teenagers. Rue’s friend Maddy (Alexa
Demie) has an on-again, off-again
relationship with the star football
player, Nate (Jacob Elordi). Nate, the
audience comes to learn, has a long
history of anger issues and physical
violence. Kat (Barbie Ferreira), who
deals with self-confidence and body
image issues, becomes an underage
cam model to make money, involving
her with the porn industry. Cassie
(Sydney Sweeney) suffers mental
and physical abuse from boys who
use her for her looks and her body,
often putting down her personality.
Jules (Hunter Schafer), the new girl in
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Album Review:
Remember That I
Love You

Lauren Woodzicka
Staff Writer

____________________________

Folk singer Kimya Dawson, best
known for being one half of the band
the Moldy Peaches, released their second album, Remember That I Love
You, in 2006 to critical acclaim. Two
of the songs were featured in the
popular indie film Juno, which is how
Dawson gained some notoriety. The
tracks, all written by Dawson, explore
themes of nature, family and politics.
The opening track, “Tire Swing,”
explores moving on from a past relationship and becoming comfortable
with oneself in solitude. It explores
the differences between people that
are often irreconcilable, but Dawson
concludes that they’ll keep themselves
warm for the rest of their life.
“Loose Lips” is a love song that
convinces the listener of their importance in the world. Lyrics like “they
think we’re disposable, well both my
thumbs opposable” and “my fourth
quarter pipe dreams are seeming
more and more worth fighting for” are
examples of ways in which Dawson is
affirming themselves and the listener
that they have value in the world,
especially as the song takes a political
turn, cursing Bush and the Iraq war.
Many of Dawson’s song have political
and anti-war elements, and by adding
this lyric to a song otherwise unrelated to politics, they posit that war is
inherently dehumanizing.
Another song that deals with
darker concepts is the final track
on the album, “12-26.” The song
describes, in detail, the earthquake
and tsunami that occurred off the
coast of Indonesia in 2004. The
despair of the victims is highlighted,
as well as the brutal reality of the

situation. Dawson also includes a lyric
that states “we could have spent more
than we spend in one day killing Iraqis
to help the hundreds of thousands
who are injured and diseased and
hungry and homeless without families,” relating the song back to their
anti-war message.
Another song that tackles hardships is “My Mom,” the second track
on the album. “My Mom” describes
illness, specifically their mother’s
sickness that produces great anxiety.
Dawson fears that the “ghosts in her
head” won’t leave their mother alone
and desires a world where people
they know don’t interact with illness
or death. The repeated line “leave her
alone” emphasizes Dawson’s frustration with illness and its permanency.
“I Like Giants” details Dawson’s
feeling of smallness compared to the
scope of the universe. This doesn’t
overwhelm them, but allows them to
say, “I am grounded, I am humbled,
I am one with everything” despite
feeling like a “speck of dust inside
a giant’s eye.” Dawson frequently
describes a connection to nature in
the face of conflict. “Better Weather”
has allusions to nature and natural
life, as Dawson wishes they could live
a life that’s less turbulent and more
like “the fishes in their anemone.”
They compare this type of life to their
brother’s. However, they determine
that this is impossible for them, and
concludes that they will live freely.
Dawson’s work is intriguing to
me because they make basic concepts
interesting by using very personal
experiences, as well as metaphors and
allusions. Remember That I Love You
is an enjoyable listen, but also a meaningful album with complexity.
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Movies, Movies,
Movies
Levi Homman
Staff Writer

_____________________________

The Tragedy of Macbeth, 2021,
directed by Joel Coen — 4.5/5 Stars
William Shakespeare’s Macbeth,
the violent tale of ambition and destiny, has seen countless film adaptions.
There is little that hasn’t been done
when it comes to bringing it to the silver screen; even Orson Welles, arguably the most influential filmmaker
of all time, tried his hand at a version
of the play. Joel Coen’s 2021 adaption, though, is undoubtedly expertly
crafted and unique, establishing itself
not only as a faithful interpretation of
Shakespeare’s writing, but also as a
singular piece of art. Shot in striking
black and white with a claustrophobic
4:3 aspect ratio, the film is brought to
life with a solid, committed cast; dramatic, surreal lighting compositions;
and set design and costuming that
pay homage to the story’s origins on
the stage. The Tragedy of Macbeth is
one of the best films of the past year.
Denzel Washington stars as
the titular king, delivering a performance that feels appropriate but
forceful, tackling the difficult chal-

lenge of bringing the audience to
empathize with a murderous, powerhungry fool. Beside him is Frances
McDormand as Lady Macbeth, who
gives a strong performance as well,
but doesn’t impress as much as she
has in past work. The real star of
the show, though, is Kathryn Hunter
as all three of the famous witches.
Predominantly a stage actor, Hunter
has a bone-chilling, gravelly voice
that is accentuated by a haunting
echo. Her physicality is animalistic
and unnatural, and her enormous
black cloak establishes her in each
scene as supernatural and imposing.
While the cast is a crucial piece
of the puzzle, the core element that
allows the film to flourish is its use of
light and shadow that makes nearly
every shot beautifully composed. It’s
clear Coen was inspired by Welles’
adaption, as well as Swedish surrealist Ingmar Bergman, and even draws
elements from the French New Wave
and classical Hollywood. The entire
film is characterized by hard, distinct shadows cast to one side of the
screen. Light is also used to isolate
elements of scenes; on more than one

occasion, characters float in a bright
bubble of light through an otherwise completely unlit set. These cinematography choices are also helped
by the very intentionally designed
structures, bearing inspiration from
angular brutalist architecture. The
actors wear simple, loosely fitting
costumes, reminding the audience
of Shakespeare’s original, stage-oriented vision. The 4:3 aspect ratio
also harkens back to the stage, but
tight, cramped closeups on the characters’ faces accomplish moments of
genuine emotion and distress that
wouldn’t be present in a theater production.
While it would be impossible to
adapt a Shakespeare play in a way
that feels wholly original, Coen uses
a mishmash of elements and homages in such a cohesive way that he
gets surprisingly close. By combining
visuals from early surrealist filmmakers and procuring a dynamic and
formidable cast, all while keeping
the spirit of the source material, he
ensures that The Tragedy of Macbeth
feels distinct, fresh and beautifully
impressive.

A Look Into the Past:
Puppy Love

Originally from The Lawrentian in 1951, Maxie the cocker spaniel celebrates his 10th anniversary on Lawrence University’s campus.
The current Lawrentian staff thinks Maxie would have loved to read Mikayla Henry’s column “The Book Club.”
Photo provided by the Lawrence University Archives, ARC2015-027
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You are not responsible for the world ending!
Sarah Matthews

Arts & Entertainment Editor
__________________________
I don’t know about you all, but
lately it has felt like the world is ending. And by lately, I mean my entire
lifetime. And by “the world is ending,”
I mean I have no hope for our future.
Also, I know for a fact I’m not the
only one who feels like this. I have a
conversation like this with someone
at least every day! Eek! What are we
going to do about that?!
But seriously, this feeling of
hopelessness has completely washed
over not only me, not only this campus, but my entire generation, and
dare I say the whole world? No one
feels especially good right now. While
it’s kind of cool that we all have this
one, collective feeling, it also really,
really sucks. Because when we all feel
crappy, who is going to cheer us up?
Well, have no fear, because I have
decided to take it upon myself to make

us feel a little less bad. I can’t promise
the world isn’t ending, but I can try to
make you take on a different perspective about life right now.
It seems like every single person
I talk to has something going wrong in
their life. While a good chunk of these
issues stem from the pandemic, there
is just kind of this general, dreadful mood in the air. While I’d like to
blame the whole thing on Mercury
being in retrograde, I will refrain.
To all my astrology haters out there,
you’re welcome.
I think the important thing to
remember is that right now there are
a lot of reasons we might be feeling
hopeless. All of them are valid. Some
of these reasons impact me, and some
don’t. My reason for feeling bad might
be totally different from the person
next to me, and that’s okay. The point
is we're all feeling weird for so many
different reasons.
And, above all, I feel like there’s

a lot of pressure on my generation to
fix the world’s problems. Everywhere
I look, social media especially, there
seems to be another social issue we
need to tackle. And, what’s worse, we
seem to only be moving backwards.
I don’t mean to be negative. I know
good things happen every day and
small steps forward should be celebrated. But, when we’re all living
through so much, I can’t help but
think about how much more we need
to do to save this world.
And this is where I offer advice.
Please stop assuming you are the one
person who can fix the planet. I know
you think it sometimes! I mean, with
every news article, Facebook post and
Instagram graphic I see, it certainly
feels like it's me against the world
sometimes.
I am absolutely not telling you to
stop trying to do good in the world. We
should be confronting social issues.
We should be trying to minimize cli-

mate change. We should be having
debates and discussions and public
forums. What we shouldn’t be doing,
however, is taking every single thing
into our own hands. If we assume we
need to do everything for everyone all
the time, how are we supposed to get
anything done?
Sometimes, it literally feels like
the weight of the entire world is on
our shoulders. That’s a lot to carry.
Let’s work on taking some of that baggage off. Now is the time to focus only
on the obstacles right in front of you.
You should really only be taking baby
steps, and I mean that. What matters
to you (and I mean only you) most?
What do you have the energy to focus
on? What can you take on right now, if
anything? These are the questions you
should be asking yourself every day.
Obviously, you should keep
working on the problems that matter to you. But also don’t assume you
need to do everything. Taking care

of the world requires a lot of energy
and effort. Before you keep pushing
along like I know you Lawrentians
love to do, take a moment to take care
of yourself. Above all, don’t blame
yourself. A lot of things in life are
uncertain. A lot of things are out of
our control. If you feel like the world
is ending, just know it’s not your fault.
You have done a lot of good for the
world, and you will continue to do a
lot of good.
And if you need a glimmer of
hope, I hope you know how much
faith I have in our community. If
there is anyone I can bet on to save
the world, I bet on us. Please, do
your best to take care of yourself, and
the next time you run into someone
feeling a little hopeless, offer them a
helping hand. Let’s work to take care
of ourselves and each other before we
get back to saving the world.

HELP THE ENVIRONMENT. RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER!
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Build Back Better looks dead,
proving the Squad right
Nathan Wall

Staff Writer
__________________________
On Dec. 20, 2021, after a monthslong standoff between the House and
the Senate relating to President Joe
Biden’s Bipartisan Infrastructure Bill
(BIF) as well as the Build Back Better
Act (BBB), Senator Joe Manchin of
West Virginia announced that he
would not support BBB, even after
months of progressives and mainstream Democrats cutting out good
parts of the bill to appease him.
Progressives and Pelosi had threatened to tank BIF for months if BBB
did not also pass, but in November,
the House caved, and passed it on
its own. The BIF, while it contained
important funding such as repairing
roads and bridges and replacing lead
pipes, did not adequately address the
climate emergency, which continues
to grow ever more urgent, and contains none of the social spending in
BBB. BBB, which is also inadequate to
addressing the climate crisis, at least
puts some money towards the energy
transition, while BIF only addresses
mitigation and resiliency and not prevention. After all of this, Manchin
even had the audacity to suggest that
it was the progressives, not him, who
were refusing to compromise, even
though he has not compromised once
during this process.
Manchin can claim that this

Administration responds...
continued from page 2

and working to assess punitive measures, O’Connor said.
Card then mentioned the COVID-19 reporting form and informed
the audience that although the reporter of the violator will not be informed
of the outcome, they are currently
tweaking the system to acknowledge
to the reporter that they have gotten
the report and are acting on it. Reports are being acted on.
Jazdewski then encouraged students to continue to make reports
when they see a student violating the
Pledge repeatedly. If LPPT is unaware
that this behavior is happening, they
assume that the Pledge is being followed, Jazdewski said. He also reminded students to send their booster
shot information to Wellness Services
if they have received their booster
shot.
Q: A student wrote saying
that people in the Conservatory
always forget to use the clock
faces in the practice rooms that
indicate how much time has
passed since the last occupant. Is

is about the debt, geopolitics, COVID19 or whatever bullshit he wants

Look her up!). All have taken enormous amounts of money from Big

answer. Speaker Pelosi promised to
hold the House strong and make sure

Chair of the CPC, whipped her caucus
to vote for the bill. Out of all of the

to throw out, but the fact remains
that he’s made almost five million
dollars from his investments in the
coal industry. Manchin can claim to
be a man from the working class of
West Virginia, but he’s a millionaire
who owns a houseboat and drives a
Maserati. How many West Virginians
have a houseboat or a Maserati? The
fact is: Joe Manchin is corrupt. So is
Arizona “Democrat” Kyrsten Sinema.
She has been just as big of a roadblock
to BBB as Manchin, blocking drug
pricing reforms after taking $500,000
from Big Pharma for her congressional campaigns, as well as $2,400,000
from the Big Banks and $1,500,000
from Big Real Estate.
To be clear, it is not just Joe and
Kyrsten, although their, particularly
Sinema’s, open contempt for their
constituents is obvious and infuriating. Other Democratic senators would
almost certainly be ready to step in
and serve as the roadblock. Senator
Bob Menendez of New Jersey, who
was indicted on federal corruption
charges in 2015, has suggested that
he would block drug pricing reforms
in BBB, as well as a group of conservative House Democrats including
New Jersey’s Josh Gottheimer and
Oregon’s Kurt Schrader (who is facing
a serious progressive primary challenge from Jamie McLeod-Skinner.

Pharma, with Menendez accepting an
astonishing $1,100,000. No wonder
they don’t want lower drug prices.
Almost a quarter of the House of
Representatives is invested in fossil
fuel companies, including Democrats
such as Kurt Schrader (I wonder
why he doesn’t want the country to
get off of fossil fuels), Energy and
Commerce Chair Frank Pallone
of New Jersey, and Speaker Nancy
Pelosi and Financial Services Chair
Maxine Waters, both from California.
Progressives Ro Khanna of California,
Peter Welch of Vermont and Marie
Newman of Illinois divested from fossil fuels, and they can too, if they care.
It’s not just the stubborn conservative Democrats. Democratic leadership, including Speaker Pelosi, Senate
Majority Leader Chuck Schumer,
President Biden and Vice President
Kamala Harris completely failed to
pass BBB, and at this point I’m left
to believe that they just don’t care.
Schumer, as Majority Leader, has
leverage over Manchin and Sinema, if
he cares to use it. He can strip them of
their committee assignments. He can
publicly pressure them. He can force
Manchin and Sinema to vote against
it and defend it to their constituents.
Instead? We get tweets about all these
great things we ought to do. Will
he fight for it? I think we have our

BIF did not pass without BBB, but
she caved, held the vote, and passed it
decoupled from BBB. Harris, as Vice
President of the United States, also
serves as President of the Senate and
has a level of influence over Joe and
Kyrsten. Biden and Pelosi put enormous pressure on the progressives to
cave on BIF, but did they do the same
for BBB? No. Democratic leadership
has revealed their priorities during
this process.
And it wasn’t just establishment Democrats who failed. The
Congressional Progressive Caucus
(CPC) failed too. The CPC has 95
members, and although that includes
many members of Congress who
aren’t all that progressive, including
Reps. Shontel Brown of Ohio and
Joe Morelle of New York, to name
two, there are quite a few wonderful progressives in the caucus. The
fact that out of 95 members, only 6
held strong against decoupling BBB
from BIF, is shameful. Let me give
credit to them: Reps. Alexandria
Ocasio-Cortez and Jamaal Bowman
of New York, Cori Bush of Missouri,
Ilhan Omar of Minnesota, Rashida
Tlaib of Detroit and Ayanna Pressley
of Massachusetts. Where was Raúl
Grijalva? Marie Newman? Mark
Pocan? Katie Porter? They failed. And
Rep. Pramila Jayapal of Washington,

CPC members, she let us down the
most. She showed during this process
that she’s not the leader the CPC
needs. Although I believe it was not
malicious, and I know from meeting
her that she is a kind person with a
good heart, trusting Manchin at his
word was an epic failure. Let me be
absolutely, 100 percent clear. Pramila
Jayapal should step down as chair of
the CPC.
As Rep. Bush correctly pointed
out, “Having (BIF and BBB) coupled
together was the only leverage we
had. And what did the caucus do? We
tossed it.”
To conclude, this was an epic
disaster and a massive failure at every
level. From conservative Democrats
obstructing progress to serve the
needs of their corporate donors, to
a Democratic leadership team that
appears to not really give a shit, and
an impotent progressive caucus led
by a congressperson with good intentions but terrible political instincts.
The fight for climate and economic
justice does not end with BBB, however, and if it had passed, even the
original $3.5 trillion package, there
would still be work to do. So, to conclude, don’t let this deter you from
fighting for the world we all know we
deserve, and keep giving these f*cking
cretins hell.

there a way to remind people to
use the clock faces?
A: 90 percent of the time, there
are multiple open practice rooms for
students to use, they said, but at busy
hours, using the clock faces is really
important. A reminder will be sent to
faculty and students to use the clock
faces.
Q: Is there a designated
place in the Conservatory for
students to eat a quick lunch or
dinner?
A: Because of the way that the
Conservatory is set up, there is not a
place in the Conservatory that can be
designated for eating.
Q: Why are on-campus cases
grouped with off-campus cases
on the COVID-19 dashboard?
A: It is more important to know
how many cases are active and how
many new cases there are each week,
rather than knowing where they are
coming from, Jazdewski said.
Q: What are the limits on
each color of the stoplight guide?
Is there a number of cases that
would require a shutdown or is
it decided more subjectively?
A: The factors are test positiv-

ity, burden rate, the amount of space
available for quarantine and isolation,
the city of Appleton and Outagamie
County burden and positivity rates
and hospital capacity, Jazdewski said.
These metrics help inform where they
are on the stoplight guide, and then
they decide mitigation strategies particular to the highest-risk areas, Jazdewski said.
Q: Is there a plan for students if there is an outbreak on
campus?
A: We are going through the outbreak right now. There are plans upon
plans to deal with different situations,
Jazdewski said.
Q: Why are only athletic
travel events allowed? Why isn’t
other travel considered?
A: When thinking about things
from an academic perspective, the
school needs to make sure we’re not
putting people at risk, Jazdewski said.
NCAA works very closely with the
Sports Science Institute to make decisions for athletes. Student athletes are
tested at a much higher rate than the
general community, Jazdewski said.
Q: Looking forward, has
LPPT set any positive goals to

ease restrictions on campus? In
what circumstances will things
ever return to normal?
A: There isn’t a specific goal. We
are in the process of going through a
pandemic, Jazdewski said. The goal
is to continue to meet our academic
goals and the wellbeing of students.
They are waiting for indicators that
will allow for restrictions to be reduced. Card added the easing of restrictions relies on the compliance of
campus community, but more open
dining spaces and greater student
room capacity is the goal. LPPT said
that it is being cautious and keeping
the wellbeing of the community and
the students that are most vulnerable
at top of mind.
Q: When will LPPT start to
treat COVID-19 more like the flu,
more like an endemic?
A: Jazdewski asked rhetorically,
“You want an exact date?” As the virus
continues to decrease, the university
will open up. LPPT is relying on science, both Jazdewski and Card said.
Q: Please speak about cleanliness and housing, specifically
houses on the quad. It’s gross
and it seems that there is no one

coming to clean.
A: Card said that’s an issue that
he will take up with his colleagues and
facilitators. There is a schedule for
cleaning, and houses should be clean,
so Card said that the situation is concerning and he will check to see what’s
going on.
Q: Will the university take
measures to treat COVID-19-positive students?
A: Wellness Services nurses connect to students who have a positive
test and give them a variety of information about self-care, Jazdewski
said. Most of the Lawrence community is not currently eligible for monoclonal antibodies, but the university’s
partners in healthcare are working
to make COVID-19 pills available to
the community, Jazdewski said. At
this point, specific recommendations
about healthcare are given by physicians directly to the student rather
than through nurse and staff in Wellness Services. Jazdewski emphasized
that the recommendations given by
Wellness Services are backed by science.

The opinions expressed in The Lawrentian are those of the students, faculty and community members who wrote them. The
Lawrentian does not endorse any opinions piece except for the staff editorial, which represents a majority of the editorial
board. The Lawrentian welcomes everyone to submit their own opinions. For the full editorial policy and parameters for submitting articles, please refer to the masthead, which is located on the back of each edition.
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Help celebrate Lawrence’s 175th
birthday; Cookies and giveaways in
Warch on Friday, Feb. 4
“More soup.”
— Esther Scheele

“Poke.”
— Gaby Kim

Unedited Board

Paola Saldana Galvan,
Layout Editor
“Chicken wings.”

😏😏😏

“Milkshakes, ribs, sushi.”
— Pato Cardenas

Jamie Dong, Alana Melvin
Staff Photographer, Photos Editor

Molly Ruffing,
Editor-in-Chief

🧀“Cheese curds without a doubt.”🧀

Lawrence is celebrating 175 years since its founding
in 1847. The year-long celebration kicked off on Founders Day
weekend. Next up for the campus community is a grab-and-go
event complete with sweet treats and giveaways. It’s set for
12:30 to 2 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 4 in the Main Floor Gallery on
the third floor of Warch Campus Center. It will include cookies
featuring the newly unveiled Lawrence 175 logo.
The first 50 students to arrive will receive either a winter cap or a campfire mug, both featuring the 175th logo, and all
students, faculty, and staff will be able to grab a 2022 Lawrence
wall calendar and a sticker featuring the logo. In addition, a wall
in the gallery space will be newly adorned with the 175th logo,
and Lawrentians will be invited to write birthday messages to be
featured on the wall.

Sarah Matthews,
Arts & Entertainment Editor
“I’m patiently waiting for the Boca
wrap to be a meal swipe option
again.”

🥺

Cookies with the 175 logo.
Photo provided by the Office of Communications.

